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INTRODUCTION
The following is an address delivered before the Chicago
Historical Society on ~.farch 29, 1923. It was designed to
give the members of the Society a taste of a most interesting source on Abraham Lincoln and on the history of
Illinois and the nation in the period of the Civil War and
reconstruction- the diary of Orville H. Browning. The
diary itself is sufficiently described in the first paragraphs
of the address to make further remarks about it here
unnecessary. The first volume of it may be expected to
appear early in 1925.
THEODORE CALVIN PEASE
November 8, 1923
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THE DIARY OF ORVILLE H. BROWNING
Among the younger men of the Whig Party in Illinois
about the year 1840, four men stood out, marked by their
abilities and party activity as the future leaders of the party,
the men to whom, in case the Whig Party ever captured the
state, the governorships and senatorships should rightly
belong. But one of those men was to fill out three score
years and ten. One of them, Abraham Lincoln, snatched
away on the wings of martyrdom, is a part of the world's
history; John J. Hardin fell at the head of the First Illinois
Regiment on the field of Buena Vista. "We lost our best
Whig man," said Lincoln of him; and with such an epitaph
carved by such a hand, any man might rest content. Edward
D. Baker, the third of the four, was, from another state, to
reach the United States Senate; when he atoned for what
may have been an officer's mistake by a soldier's death at
Ball's Bluff, Lincoln asked if etiquette might not be waived
and the President of the United States be permitted to join
in the Senate's exercises of tribute to Baker's memory.
To the fourth only, Orville H . Browning, was it allotted
to grow old and to accomplish the full usefulness that life
had in store for him. His career is immeasurably less brilliant than Lincoln's. He was born of good family in Kentucky in r8o6, came to Illinois at the age of twenty-five, settled in Quincy, served as a Whig in the state legislature,
participated in the formation of the Republican Party in
Illinois, served out in r86r-62 two unexpired years of Douglas' term in the Senate; for three years was Secretary of the
5

Interior under President Johnson; was a practicing lawyer
of great ability, the trusted attorney of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad; and worked at his desk with little
apparent impairment of his powers almost to the day of his
death in 188r. Here is a busy, a useful, even an important
career, but not one the world will long remember.
The life of Browning, however, acquires a peculiar
importance to us from the fact that he spoke face to face
with many leaders of the people of his day and kept a diary.
That diary, as extant, reaches from June 3, 1850, to July 25,
1881. The years 1851, 1878, and 1879 are missing, and
there are a very few days, mostly at the latter end, for which
no entry appears. An idea of its bulk may be gathered from
the fact that the transcript of the diary covers 1 1 400 typed
legal cap pages. The original is contained in some twentyfive small, bound notebooks. It is clearly written. Occasionally one has to puzzle over the spelling of a name, but
that is almost all. It was purchased over a year ago by the
Illinois State Historical Library and under the joint editorship of Professor J. G. Randall, of the University of Illinois,
and myself is now being prepared for publication in the Illinois Historical Collections.
There are numerous selections of material from this diary,
amusing or instructive, that might be made. Browning was
an inveterate recorder of the weather; and persons who in
sultry winters and icy springs speculate whether or not our
climate is changing may be interested in such entries as the
following:
SPRINGFIELD & CHICAGO

Wednesday July 4 1855 At 12 r 2 Oclock today took the cars
for Chicago on the Mississippi & Chicago R. R. Quite warm-the
road very rough & dust extremely annoying-but the country was one
I had not before seen, and was interested in looking out upon it.
6

Most of it is very sparcely populated-Many vast uncultivated
prairies, but also many new settlements making & thriving villages
springing up. For many miles before reaching Chicago the country
is very flat, and apparently of a wet, cold thin soil Altho the day
had been warm we found it so chilly towards sun down as to make it
necessary to close all the windows of the cars & draw on my overcoat
Even then I was uncomfortably cold
Reached Chicago between Ir & 12 at night & stopped at the Briggs
House
CHICAGO

Thursday July 19 1855 Attending Court. Very warm-linen
pantaloons & thin gingham coat oppressive. From 4 to 5 Oclock P. M.
turned suddenly cold, and compelled to put on drawers & cloth coat &
pantaloons to keep from suffering.
Met with John C. Breckenridge of Ky. here to day-Was to have
dined with me, but prevented by the painfulness of his eye in which
he got some cinders on rail road car yesterday. Now at night tis
raining & bleak & chilly as Nov.
QUINCY

Saturday Jany
than yesterday.

2

[1858] Looks like Indian summer, but colder
CHICAGO

Sunday Jany ro 1858.
raining at night

. Did not go out again as it was still
QUINCY

Saturday Jany r6, 1858 Something colder this morning-ground
frozen-but there is not a particle of ice on either bay or river, and
navigation is still as free as in June.
SPRINGFIELD

Friday Jany 22 Very delightful day. There has been hardly a
day this month when a [sic] overcoat has been necessary. I took a long
walk since night in my common dress coat, without any sense of cold.
Monday Jany 25 Rained all night last night, and raining this
morning, but soon cleared off bright and warm as April.

In Browning, the flower fancier will find a kindred spirit.

He finds time to record year by year the budding and :flower7

ing times of plants, shrubs, and fruit trees. He notes year
by year the dates he plants his bulbs; and there are numerous records of the blooming of Scotch and Prince Albert
roses and of gifts of bouquets and tuberoses to admired and
doubtless admiring ladies.
Tuesday April 13 1852 . . . Yesterday eve[nJing I put out the
bulbs of my tube roses, Tiger flowers & gladiolas. Today at noon I
transplanted a Prince Albert rose which I budded last fall, and in the
afternoon two others budded also last fall; and put out a couple of
grape slips given me by Col Jamison.
Friday Apl 16 1852 . . . Apricots in bloom this morning . . .
Planted California seed. . . .
Saturday May 1. • • • The yard glistening with dandelions in
bloom. Apple & cherry trees in full bloom. . . .
Sunday May 9 Reached home this morning at 7 Oclock. Heavy
rain last night, and raining to day at intervals-very warm Attended
church in the morning, and again at night. Lilacks & tulips in full
bloom & many of the rose bushes full of buds.
Friday May 14 Quite cool, but not enough so to make fire
necessary Cinnamon roses in bloom
Saturday May 15 At work in office. Fine weather. Piones in
bloom. . . .
Friday May 28 Beautiful morning. Geore 4th Prince Albert
& several other roses in bloom. . . .
Thursday June 3. Still warm but cloudy. Madam Laffey has
six fine roses this morning

To a society engaged in the study of the history of Chicago, such passages as the following may be of interest:
CIDCAGO

Friday July 13 Concluded the case of Forsythe vs Peoria, but
the jury were still out at the adjournment of the court. Are to return
a sealed verdict. Judge McLean charged strongly in my favourthat is for the Defendant, & I think we must succeed. Williams &
Lincoln on the other side
After tea I took a walk to the lake and into the depot of the central R.R. which is on the lake-A very fine stone building 8oo feet
8

long, and I think 16o wide. Walked some distance up the river &
was astonished at the immense business doing in grain & lumber
For several miles up the river it is crowded wilh shipping, receiving
& discharging cargoes. This is now a place of great business and
destined to become a very large & important city. It rather grows
upon me, and my impressions are more favourable than at first. Still
I would not like to live here. The climate is cold, variable, and the
place has no feature of beauty except the lake. That is all poetry,
but the land side all prose-One vast plane without a single undulation. A flat, dead surface, which in wet weather can be liltle better
than a marsh. . . .
Wednesday July 18 . . . Took a Jong walk into the Southern
part of the city Houses small, indifferent and crowded together, and
streets dirtier than I have ever seen elsewhere-owing probably to the
dead level of the surface-still town growing rapidly

There are many other lines of interest to which Browning's diary invites the student of the past. He was trustee
of Knox College and duly records the stormy wars of Professor Gale and President Blanchard, and the :financial
stresses through which the college passed. He was a Presbyterian and an inveterate sermon taster wherever he was,
in Quincy, Springfield, Washington, or Chicago where in his
later years at the Fourth Presbyterian Church he heard Dr.
Swing and was puzzled to reach a conclusion regarding him.
He was a lecturer and a great lecture goer; he records skeptically accounts of and experiences at seances, table tippings,
and spirit writings. He was a great theater goer; records on
three different occasions seeing Joseph Jefferson in "Rip
Van Winkle," and chronicles many a visit to McVicker's and
the earlier Chicago theaters. Whatever of intellectual
stimulus the restless :fifties and sixties had to offer Browning
imbibed, criticized, and has recorded for our benefit.
The lawyer will be interested in his diary as the record of
a lawyer with a wide experience. Browning was a criminal
lawyer of note in his earlier years. The floridity of his style
9

so much admired by his contemporaries could be put to use in
moving a jury to tears in such a cause celebre of 1860 as the
Burch divorce case at Naperville, Illinois. In his later years
he served as a railroad and corporation attorney; again and
again Walker of the C.B. & Q. summoned him to Chicago in
emergencies, to draw injunctions, and frame objections for
the railroad. One need not be surprised, therefore, when,
himself a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1870,
he left the following comment on the work of the convention:
1Iay 13, 1870 . . . . Regarded as a whole I think the constitution a good one and worthy of acceptance. There are some absurd
and very objectable provisions in regard to rail roads, ware houses,
corporations and eminent domain, which should never have been
inserted in a constitution-Also parts of the Judiciary article affecting
Chicago which I cannot approve-but with these, and a few other
minor exceptions I consider it one of the best constitutions I have ever
seen.

To those of us who still believe that the psychology of
the individual man may be a historical force to be taken
into account, the diary of Browning is fascinating as the
mirror in which the changing character of its writer is
reflected. The Browning of the :fifties is a pompous, selfsatisfied politician-statesman, who criticizes dogmatically
and usually unfavorably, every play, lecture, political speech,
or party maneuver in which he is not the prime mover. He
is the verbose and florid-styled Browning who records in his
diary how often he was loudly called on to speak by crowds
and conventions, how vast gatherings hung on his lips for
political speeches two and three hours long.
The Browning tempered and sobered by the great days
of 1860 to 1868 is an aged man who, one would guess from
the diary, has become not garrulous but laconic, who listens
rather than talks, who records what other men have to say
and not what he said to other men; whose speeches are an
IO

hour, half an hour, even ten minutes in length. The years
of the Civil War tempered Browning's iron to steel.
But there is much material in the diary that, to speak
mildly, is essential to the student of American history.
Browning was intimately associated with David Davis and
the Liberal Republican group in his later years. As Secretary of the Interior to Johnson, he records in detail every
cabinet meeting and discussion during those critical years of
clash between the Reconstruction policies of the President
and Congress. In the earlier years of the war he was the
close confidant of President Lincoln until the Emancipation
Proclamation opened between the two men a rift which
apparently was never entirely closed. And it is of the parts
of the diary that relate to Browning's intimacy with Lincoln
that I wish especially to speak to you this evening.
And first of all I must warn you that Browning does not
regard Lincoln with the reverence and awe with which in
these later years we have invested him. Browning had the
closest personal regard and great affection for Lincoln; but
to him Lincoln was hardly a greater man than Andrew
Johnson, perhaps a more upright but not an abler man than
Seward. Honesty of purpose as distinguished from transcendent ability is all that Browning can see to differentiate
his friend from other men.
In great measure this was due to the fact that after 1862
the two men no longer saw problems alike. Before that
outwardly there had been much in common in their viewpoint and relationship. Both had been Kentuckians, both
had sought their wives from Kentucky, and both during the
Civil War were measurably distressed by rebel sympathizers
among their Kentucky relatives by marriage. Lincoln was
perhaps more opposed to slavery in the abstract than was
Browning, who, on a visit to Kentucky in 1854, noted that
his attitude toward the institution was changing.
II

Also saw a negro man sold at public auction in the Court House
yard. Although I am not sensible in any change in my views upon the
abstract question of slavery, many of its features, now that they are
no longer familiar, make a much more vivid impression of wrong than
they did before I had lived away from the influence of the institution.
I can have no doubt of the abstract injustice of human slavery, and
as little that, whilst the negroes remain in the country, the good of
whites & blacks is alike consulted by preserving the present relations
between them. I am not a prophet to say what shall be the issue of
the matter, but have an abiding faith that God, in his wisdom, will,
in due time, bring good from this great evil.

Both Lincoln and Browrung opposed the extension of
slavery in the territories. Both at the outbreak of the
Civil War saw the main problem as the perpetuation of the
Union and not the extinction of slavery. But as Lincoln
saw more and more clearly that the rights of man and the
freedom and dignity of labor were the true issue, Browning
passed into opposition to him. The Emancipation Proclamation opened a deep gulf between them. In r864 Browning
seems to have held aloof in the presidential campaign; and
in r866-68 he stood shoulder to shoulder with Johnson in
his opposition to the divesting of political privileges in favor
of the negroes and of the whites of the South. In r870 he
opposed the admitting to the Illinois Constitution a provision
for negro suffrage. So far as can be determined, Browning's
opinions on the necessary relations of the negro and white in
America changed but little during his career. He was therefore unlikely to be appreciative of Lincoln's later position.
The self-satisfied Browrung of the fifties probably saw
little or nothing in Lincoln to look up to. This is apparent
as we turn the pages of his diary. July r2 and r3, r852, he
records that Lincoln asked his aid in a criminal case he was
defending at Lacon, in Marshall County.
Tuesday July 13 Argued case agt Williamson. The evidence was
very strong, Almost conclusive, I was so discouraged that I wished

to decline a speech, but at the persuasion of Lincoln addressed the
jury for something over two hours. The case was given to them at 4
PM & they are yet out at 9.

In his account of the Republican Convention of 1856 he
has not a word to say regarding Lincoln's famous "lost
speech" save this: "I was called out and made two speeches
in the afternoon. Convention also addressed by Lovejoy,
Lincoln, Cook and others. . ... " July 14 and 18, 1856,
he records long conversations he had with Justice McLean
of the United States Supreme Court. But a year later he
has time only for an entry like this.
1

At night Lincoln & myself went to the theatre and saw Burton
in the character of Capt Cuttle in the play of Dombey & son. This
is very admirable-Mrs. Burton did Susan Nipper, the black eyed one,
very well-The others were hum drum. Grimshaw came up this
evening.•

Four days later he has time to record another conversation
with McLean.
At the Republican State Convention of 1858, too,
Browning has nothing to say of the famous "a house divided
against itself" speech of Lincoln. His entry is unusually
laconic.
Tuesday June 15 Fine warm day-attending Court-Republican Convention to meet tomorrow & delegates arriving-At night had
a small caucus for consultation at the Library, and directed me to
draft resolutions. Springfield, Wednesday June 16, 1858. Lovely
day. Republican Convention in session. Koerner PresidentImmense gathering over a thousand delegates in attendance and great
harmony and enthusiasm. Nominated Miller for Treasurer, & Bateman for superintendent of public instruction. I drafted the platform
which was adopted without dissent.

Not a word of the senatorial candidate adopted by the party
or his famous speech. Was Browning, to use current psy• Ibid., July 13, 1857.

• Browning Diary, May 29, 1856.
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chological slang, suffering from an "inferiority complex"
in those days of the fifties as he contemplated Abraham Lincoln; or did his self-conceit envelop him in armor of proof?
One would like to know.
The foregoing are not isolated instances by any means.
July 10, 1858, at Chicago he notes: "Very large Republican
meeting at Tremont House tonight to hear a speech from
Lincoln-when he was through I was called for loudly and
long but did not appear." He notes that "Lincoln and
Douglas speak at Quincy today"' but he himself was then
attending court at Carthage. When Lincoln, October 22,
spoke at Carthage, Browning was on his way home from Warsaw. That is all that Browning has to offer on the Great
Debate of 1858.
Lincoln was by no means the choice of Browning for the
Republican nomination for the Presidency. In September
of 1859 he had sought out Edward Bates of Missouri, an
Independent Whig ·whose views on slavery in the territories
corresponded with those of the Republican Party and more
especially with those of l\!r. Browning, and laid plans with
him by which his nomination in the Republican Party might
be secured. In October3 he was urging Bates's claims on
N. B. Judd. He made no secret of his views to Lincoln. February 7, 186o, he noted:
2

At night Lincoln came to my room, and we had a free talk about
the Presidency. He thinks I may be right in supposing )fr. Bates to
be the strong~t and best man we can run-that he can get votes even
in this county4 that he cannot get- and that there is a large class of
voters in all the free states that would go for )Ir. Bates and for no
other man. He says it is not improbable that by the time the National
convention meets in Chicago he may be of opinion that the very best
thing that can be done will be to nominate Mr. Bates.
• Bro-.u1ii,ig Diary, October 13, 1858.

• Ibid., September 28, 1859.
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Ibid., October 18, 1859.
• Sangamon County.

J

In spite of Browning's efforts for Bates the Republican
State Convention instructed for Lincoln. Browning, in his
brief account of the convention, has no mention of that fact.1
He reserved his comment for the Republican Convention at
Chicago of which he remarked:

My first choice for the Presidency was Mr. Bates of Missouri,
but under instructions our whole delegation voted Mr. Lincolnmany reasons influenced me to support nir. Bates, the chief of which,
next to his eminent fitness, were to strengthen our organization in the
South, and remove apprehension in the South of any hostile purpose
on the part of Republicans to the institutions of the South-to restore
fraternal regard among the different sections of the Union-to bring
to our support the old whigs in the free states, who have not yet fraternized with us, and to give some check to the ultra tendencies of the
Republican party. 11.fr. Bales received 48 votes on the first ballot,
and would probably have been nominated if the struggle had been
prolonged.

With Lincoln nominated, Browning had only the gloomy
negative pleasure of seeking for an opportunity to say "I
told you so."
Tuesday May 22 Fine day-At work in office. Mrs. B and I
out at Cox's to tea. 'Help me Cassius or I sink' This P.M. I
received a long letter from Hon. David Davis, Thos. A Marshall,
N. B. Judd, E Peck & 0. M. Hatch, entreating me in the most earnest
terms to go, without delay, to St Louis, and see Judge Bates, and try
and prevail upon him to come into Illinois, and assist us in the campaign. They want his influence to carry the old whig element for
Lincoln. Some of these same men had blamed me for supporting
Judge Bates for the Presidency and had asserted, in the most emphatic
terms, that he could not carry Illinois. I believed before the convention, and believe now, that he would have carried the entire Republican party, and the old whig party beside, and I think others are beginning to suspect the same thing, and that we have made a mistake in
the selection of candidates. I immediately wrote a long and urgent
letter to Judge Bates, and will follow it in person tomorrow-for in
my opinion, the existence of the party and the highest good of the
• Op. cit., May 9, 1860.
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country, are alike dependent upon our success, and I am willing to
forego all personal preferences, and make any reasonable sacrifice to
secure a triumph

In accordance with his praiseworthy resolutions, he
sought out Judge Bates, and while not successful in inducing
him to speak for Lincoln, easily prevailed on him to address
a letter to Browning, the publication of which secured all
the desired results! He visited Lincoln at Springfield June
t2, and noted with approbation that he bore his honors
meekly, and as soon as other company retired fell into his
old habit of telling amusing stories. So far as I can remember there is but one other passage in which Browning showed
any perception of the humorous side of Lincoln. Indeed,
Browning seems to have been slow, unless they were especially labeled for his benefit, to see the humorous aspects of
life in general.
The campaign of 1860 passed off. Browning made long
speeches, but seemed pleased rather with the triumph of the
cause than the man. His personal industry and triumph
in the Burch divorce trial absorbed his attention in those
critical days of late November and early December, 1860,
and not before January 16 did he give enough attention to
the issue to write Lincoln, "giving a brief view of the duty
of the government in regard to the secessionists, and remonstrating against the appointment of Judd to a place in the
cabinet." And, indeed, as one studies the thoughts and
actions of Republicans in these fateful days, one sees that
Browning was by no means alone in regarding appointments
as an issue equal to secession itself. January 19, Browning
in consultation with Lawrence decided, "We both thought
it would be wise to give Holt the war department, and wrote
to Mr. Lincoln urging it."
• Brow11iflg Diary, May 24, 186o.
16

...
Did Browning still believe this Lincoln so inferior to himself in the graces of thought and oratory would be a reed
shaken by the wind, and did he aspire to be the wind ?
When on February 9, r86r, he had an interview with Lincoln, he found there was no point upon which they differed.
"This is the :first interview I have had with him since the
election, and though brief it was satisfactory. I found him
:firmer than I expected."
SPRINGFIELD

At night I called at the Chenery House, and had an interview of
an hour with Mr. Lincoln We discussed the state of the Country
expressing our opinions fully and freely. He agreed entirely with me
in believing that no good results would follow the border State Convention now in session in Washington, but evil rather, as increased
excitement would follow when it broke up without having accomplished
any thing. He agreed with me no concession by the free States short
of a surrender of everything worth preserving, and contending for
would satisfy the South, and that Crittendens proposed amendment
to the Constitution in the form proposed ought not to be made, and
he agreed with me that far less evil & bloodshed would result from an
effort to maintain the Union and the Constitution, than from disruption and the formation of two confederacies
I expressed my views very freely, and there was no point upon
which we differed.

When Lincoln left on his way to Washington, February
Browning was urged to accompany the party but went
no further than Indianapolis. There Lincoln gave him a
copy of his inaugural and requested Browning's opinion,
pledging him to secrecy until it was delivered. Fate had
ordained, however, that Browning should follow Lincoln to
Washington. On the death of Douglas, Yates appointed
Browning senator pro tern and he held the position until the
Democratic General Assembly elected in 1862 chose William
A. Richardson to fill the remainder of the vacancy. He
reached Washington July 3, 1861. That same day he had a
II,
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conversation with Lincoln, after the President had read his
message, regarding the perplexities at Fort Sumter.
He told me that the very first thing placed in his hands after his
inauguration was a letter from ~fajor Anderson announcing the imnossibility of defending or relieving Sumter. That he called the cabinet
together, and consulted Genl. Scott-that Scott concurred with
Anderson, and the cabinet, with the exception of himself and P M
Genl. Blair were for evacuating the Fort, and that all the troubles
and anxieties of his life had not equaled those which intervened
between this time and the fall of Sumter. He himself conceived the
idea, and proposed sending supplies, without an attempt to reinforce
giving notice of the fact to Gov Pickens of S. C.
The plan succeeded. They attacked Sumter-it fell, and thus, did
more sen·ice than it othenvise could

From the very first Lincoln seemed to use the junior
Illinois senator both as a confidant and as an intermediary
in dealing ·with the Senate. On July 8 he expressed to
Browning his wish that John W. Forney should be elected
secretary of the senate, and his wishes about other appointments.
I had a great deal of conversation with the present, [sic] being left
alone for an hour or two before dinner. He seemed very melancholy;
admitted he was so, but said he knew of no special cause for it. I
asked him if we were in any danger of becoming involved in difficulties
with foreign powers during our present troubles. He admitted that
there was-that in his opinion
WASIIINGTON

they were determined to have the cotton crops as soon as it matured
-that our coast was so extensive that we could not make the
blockade of all the Ports effectual-and that England was now assuming the ground that a Nation had no right, whilst a portion of
its citizens were in revolt to close its ports or any of them against
foreign Nations -that we had passed a law at this session of Congress authorizing him, in his discretion, to close our ports, but if
he asserted the right of clo:-ing such as we could not blockade, he had
no doubt it would result in foreign war, and that under the circum18

stances we had better increase the navy as fast as we could and blockade such ports as our force would enable us to, and say nothing a bout
the rest.

Until the final issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation, January r, 1863, created a reticence in politics between
the two friends that apparently was never quite got over,
Browning records very many conferences with the President
on all sorts of subjects. The enumeration of them would
weary you and I have preferred to select only a few. The
following are a few of the passages that reveal Lincoln in the
light of the military strategist-a light in which perhaps few
of us regard him.
WASHINGTON

Wednesday May 14, 1862 In Senate all day. At night went to
the Presidents and had a long talk with him about his expedition to
York Town, Fortress l\Ionroe &c. He gave me all the details and
particulars of his trip and what he did. He sent Commodore Rodgers
up James River with a fleet after having had a struggle with GoldSborough on the subject. He also devised and caused to be executed
the March upon York Town under Wool which resulted in its capture
-having, himself, the day before explored the Coast and found a
landing place for the troops. . . . .
Wednesday June 18. Before I was up this morning the President
sent his carriage for me to go out to soldiers Home to breakfast with
him. I called by Willard's Hotel and took out the great New York
merchant A. T. Stewart, and Judge Hilton of New York. We were
out there until 10 1/2 A. M. and then drove in with the President, and
his little son Tom, who came to see, and play with Emma. The conversation at the Presidents was chiefly on public affairs. :Mr. Stewart
is very earnest, in his support of the Union cause, and urged that
McClelland should be superseded and Genl Pope given the command
of the army of the Potomac. He has no confidence in McClellan
During the conversation the President stated, what he on several
previous occasions communicated to me, that his opinion always had
been that the great fight should have been at Manassas-that he had
urged it upon McClellan that if the enemy left Manassas he would
entrench at York Town, and we would have the same difficulties to
encounter there-that McClellan was opposed to fighting at Manassas,
19

and he, the President, then called a Council of twelve generals, and
submitted his proposition for fighting at :Manassas to them, and that
eight of them decided against him, and four concurred with him, of
whom Heintzelman was one. The majority being so great against
him he . . . . yielded, but subsequent events had satisfied him he
was right.

The remainder of my paper will center around a series of
interviews that show the diverging attitudes of Lincoln and
Browning on the negro question. Browning's attitude on
it is of a piece with his attitude toward the "radical" group,
as he terms the out and out Republicans in Congress. He
was in favor of the waging of vigorous war against the South
to reduce it to acquiescence in the Union; but he decried a
war of legislation against the South as calculated not only
to embitter its resistance but to lose the support of many
loyal Union men in the North and the Border states. He
was perhaps not totally inconsistent when he defended
vigorously to the President, Fremont's confiscation measures
in Missouri and fought desperately the Confiscation Act of
Congress. Perhaps, in reconciling his two stands he would
have said that confiscation in Fremont's hands was a measure
corollary to military operation; in the hands of Congress and
the President it was a weapon in an entirely new kind of war
that struck at the fundamentals of southern institutions.
He gallantly defended the administration when the famous
Republican caucus of December, 1862, made its attack on
William H. Seward and strove to hold up the President's
hands against the radicals. When, as in the case of the
Emancipation Proclamations, he saw the President take up
radical measures, he withdrew from the President's confidence, evidently thinking that he mourned for him as Samuel
did for Saul. He recognized, however, so far the friendship
of the President for the South as to regard Lincoln's assassination as delivering the South up helpless to her radical
foes in Congress.
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Only gradually does the divergence of opinion appear.
In his interview with Lincoln, July 8, 1861, he records they
were in complete accord "that the government neither
should, nor would send back to bondage such as came to
our armies, but we could not have them in camp, and that
they must take care of themselves till the war is over, and
then, colonize, etc." December 1, 1861, again he agreed
with Lincoln's proposal of having the gradual emancipation
of slaves in the Border states, and colonizing the blacks
"somewhere on the American Continent."
April 14, 1862, there is a most striking passage:
In Senate. At night went to Presidents to lay before him the
bill to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia.
Had a talk with him. He told me he would sign the bill, but
would return it with a special message recommending a supplemental
bill making savings in behalf of infants &c. and also some other amendments.
He further told me he regretted the bill had been passed in its
present form-that it should have been for gradual emancipationthat now families would at once be deprived of their cooks, stable
boys &c. and they of their protectors without any provision for them.
He further told me that he would not sign the bill before Wednesday-That old Gov Wickliffe had two family servants with him who
were sickly, and who would not be benefited by freedom, and wanted
time to remove them, but could not get them out of the City until
Wednesday, and that the Gov had come frankly to him and asked for
time. He added to me that this was told me in the strictest confidence

Even as late as July 1, 1862, Browning could still indorse
Lincoln's views on slavery:
He read me a paper embodying his views of the objects of the
war, and the proper mode of conducting it in its relations to slavery.
This, he told me, he had sketched hastily with the intention of laying
it before the cabinet. His views coincided entirely with my own. No
negroes necessarily taken and escaping during the war are ever to be
returned to slavery-No inducements are to be held out to them to
come into our lines for they come now faster than we can provide for
them and are becoming an embarrassment to the government.
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At present-none are to be armed. It would produce dangerous
& fatal dissatisfaction in our army, and do more injury than good.
Congress has no power over slavery in the states, and so much of
it as remains after the war is over will be in precisely the same condition that it was before the war began, and must be left to the exclusive
control of the states where it may exist.
These were the leading features of the paper he read me, tho'
other questions were discussed in Senate all day

Possibly by July 14, 1862, Browning began to have misgivings that Lincoln's views were shifting toward the radicals. So one would infer from the lecture to Lincoln in the
second Confiscation bill that he records.
I gave him a copy of the Confiscation bill as it passed, and
expressed to him very freely my opinion that it was a violation of the
Constitution and ought to be vetoed. I said to him that he had
reached the culminating point in his administration, and hls course
upon this bill was to determine whether he was to control the abolitionists and radicals, or whether they were to control him. That the tide
in his affairs had come and he ought to take it at its flood. That if
he vetoed it he would raise a storm of enthusiasm in support of the
administration in the border states which would be worth to us 100,000
muskets, whereas if he approved it I feared our friends could no longer
sustain themselves there. That we could not succeed without unity
of sentiment and purpose which would be secured by a veto as that
would at once bring to his support every loyal Democrat in the free
states, and consolidate all truly loyal men into one party-whereas if
approved it would form the basis upon which the Democratic party
would again rally, and reorganize an opposition to the administration
&c. He said he would give it hls profound consideration.

If Browning had as yet learned his Lincoln, that phrase
might have reminded him of the Lincoln of 1860 whom he
had lectured on Bates's claim to the Republican nomination.
As a matter of fact, Lincoln signed the Confiscation Act on
the proviso that it was not intended to work attaint of blood.
A second interview of July 24 might have been a greater
shock:
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Thursday July 24 [1862] . . . Then went to the Presidents and
had an interview with him. He took a map and pointed out the counties on each side of the river from Memphis down, showing me that
blacks averaged 75 or 8o to 20 whites-Spoke of the importance of
having the Mississippi opened, and said, "I will tell you-I am determined to open it, and, if necessary will take all these negroes to open
it, and keep it open."

In his last conversation with Lincoln before the Emancipation Proclamation, July 26, 1862, Browning must have
seen a change in the man's long-suffering toward the southern rebels:
Went in the morning to the Presidents and closed my business
with him and took leave of him I read him a letter I had received
from Bullitt of New Orleans complaining of Genl Phelps administration of affairs and saying that all the Union sentiment there was
crushed out.
He told me he had one from Reverdy Johnson to the same effect,
and read me his reply to it. He said the people there were making
false pretenses-that there was but little Union sentiment-that they
wanted the government to protect them, their property, and institutions whilst they sympathized with and aided treason and rebellionthat it should not be done. If they were tired of Genl Phelps administration they knew how to get rid of it by returning to their allegiance
and submitting to the authority of the government, and if they did
not do so, and he could send any heavier scourge upon them than
Gen! Phelps, they had better be looking out for it.

This last sentence Browning might well ponder.
The first reactions of Browning back in Illinois in the
early fall of 1862 toward the Lincoln of the Emancipation
Proclamation are to be found in the remarks of friends and
acquaintances he records. Mr. Hawkins,' of Tennessee,
says a majority of the people of west Tennessee are loyal,
but he dreads the effect of the Proclamation on them,2 Judge
Drummond at Chicago thought nothing should have been
said about slavery, and the slaves of all rebels who could be
• Bro-,,ming Diary, September 24, 1862.
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'Ibid., October 14, 1862.

reached seized; that the President's Proclamation was unfortunate, and if not unconstitutional, certainly futile. Captain Cameron, of Chicago, who commands a company
[sic] in Brackett's cavalry, said the soldiers were fighting for
the Union and not against slavery, and any views they had
acquired in the South were pro-slavery. General Oglesby
had never met twenty men in the army who were in favor
of arming the negro; the soldier cared nothing about the
negro and party politics.' Browning's comment on the
election in Illinois is almost laconic :2 "Badly beaten by the
Democrats. Just what was to be expected from the insane
ravings of the Chicago Tribune, Quincy Whig, et id omne
genus."
With his prospect of a further tenure of his Senate seat
set in the Democratic Illinois Assembly, Browning talked
frankly to the President when he next saw him, November

29,1862:

When speaking of the result of the recent elections I told him
that his proclamations had been disasterous to us. That prior to
issuing them all loyal people were united in support of the war and the
administration. That the masses of the democratic party were satisfied with him, and warmly supporting him, and that their disloyal
leaders could not rally them in opposition-They had no issue without
taking ground against the war, and upon that we would annihilate
them. But the proclamations had revived old party issues-given
them a rallying cry-capitol [sic] to operate upon and that we had the
results in our defeat. To this he made no reply.
I added that the Republican party could not put down the rebellion-that no party could do it-that it required a union of all loyal
men in the free states to give us success, and that without that union
we must disasterously fail. To all this he fully assented.

Even at that Browning was still ready to stretch forth his
strong arm to shield the misguided President from the radicals who had ensnared him. When the Republican sena• Browning Diary, November n, 1862.
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torial caucus attacked his cabinet December 16, 1862,'
Browning defended him; commenting as follows:
These ultra, radical, unreasoning men who raised the insane cry
of on to Richmond in July 1861, and have kept up a war on our generals ever since-who forced thro the confiscation bills, and extorted
from the the [sic] President the proclamations and lost him the confidence of the country are now his bitterest enemies, and doing all in
their power to break him down. They fear the indignation of the
people will break in fury upon their own heads, as it should, and
they are intent upon giving it another direction

He told the President much the same thing a day or two
later. The cabinet crisis passed December 31, but Browning had given up hope of rescuing the President from the
clutches of the radicals and inducing him to withhold the
final Emancipation Proclamation.
Some days ago I said to Judge Thomas that I thought he ought
to go to the President and have a full, frank conversation with him
in regard to the threatened proclamation of emancipation-that in
my opinion it was fraught with evil, and evil only and would do much
injury; and that I thought his opinion would have influence with the
President-that he Inight possibly induce him to withhold, or at least
to modify it, so as to make it applicable to the slaves of those in armed
rebellion against the government alone, and that even this would ease
the administration down, and get it in the way of regaining the lost
confidence of the people. He informed me tonight that he had taken
my advice, and had the talk but that it would avail nothing.
The President was fatally bent upon his course, saying that if he
should refuse to issue his proclamation there would be a rebellion in
the north, and that a dictator would be placed over his head within
the week.
There is no hope. The proclamation will come-God grant it
may not be productive of the mischief I fear!
• Browning's account of the cabinet crisis and the caucus is printed as an
appendix.
• A dry commentary of Seward's on the Proclamation may here supply a
comic interlude. I asked him why the cabinet did so useless and so mischievous
a thing as to issue the proclamations which had been issued, the only effect of
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With this foretold evil, the close intimacy of thought of
Browning and Lincoln comes to an end. Browning was in
\Vashington much of the remainder of Lincoln's life even
after he had yielded his Senate seat to Richardson in January of 1863; he and Lincoln had occasional interviews,
sometimes on most personal concerns; but Browning felt
the old, unreserved interchange on politics was not renewed
for a long time, and his diary leaves one doubtful if it ever
was.
Friday Jany
one else there

2,

1863 At :Mr Sewards to dinner at 6 P.

}I.

No

That Lincoln no longer needed to lean on any man's
encouragement a conversation of January 26 bears unmistakable witness:
I e:-..'Pressed the apprehension I felt from the difficulty to be
encountered in recruiting our army. We must keep it up to the maximum allowed by law to enable us to succeed-that I feared we could
not now raise soldiers by enlistment, and we were so divided, and party
spirit was so rancorous that an attempt to draft would probably be
made the occasion of resistance to the government. He replied that
the rebel army was diminishing as fast as ours-I answered that they
were united as one man, and we were fatally divided-that their
government, call it what they would, was an absolute despotism to
which every one yielded unquestioning obedience, and that they could
put their whole force in the field- but we were and must be dependent
upon the will of the people, and unless we could, in some way, regain
their confidence, I feared the democrats would soon begin to clamor
for compromise, and even make an effort to carry the Western states
off with the South. To this he said that whenever they proposed
either the people would leave them, and they would be effectually
broken down &c.
which was to unite and exasperate them in the South, and divide and distract us
in the North.
He replied by telling me an anecdote of a man who after the termination of
the revolutionary war could not rest till he had a liberty pole raised in his village,
and when asked by his neighbors what he wanted with a pole, and whether he
was not as free without it as with it, he would always answer, "What is liberty
without a pole?" "And what" said he "is war without a proclamation?"
2()

The master-statesman, able to divine the embarrassments of his opponents, sensing intuitively the support of
the nation he leads, at last stands fully revealed. The
periods of hesitation, of willingness to listen to men far
smaller than himself, in which Lincoln resembled Oliver
Cromwell, had passed, and Lincoln, Cromwell-like, strode
on to his goal as little to be turned from his purpose by old
Whigs like Browning as by Radicals like George W. Julian,
who considered Lincoln's death a blessing in disguise.
Browning, one imagines, must have felt this change in Lincoln. In his comment on Lincoln's death he recognized that
the man had fallen who stood between the South and the
Radicals:
I thought his life of very great importance to the rebels. He
was disposed to be very lenient and merciful to them and to smoothe
the way for their return to their allegiance. I thought him the best
friend they had among those in authority and that they were beginning to appreciate that fact, and that his life would be dear to them as
to us. It seemed to me that the people in rebellion had many reasons
for desiring the continuance of his life-none to wish his death-and
I did not think any of the disaffected among us could be insane and
fiendish enough to perpetrate the deed. It is one of the most stupendous crimes that has ever been committed, and I pray God that all the
guilty parties may be ferreted out and brought to condign punishment.
I am at a loss as to the class of persons who instigated the crime-whether it was the rebel leaders-the copperheads among ourselves
in conjunction with foreign emissaries, gold speculators, or the friends
and accomplices of Bealle [sic] who was recently hung at New York. I
am inclined to the latter opinion. But however this may be, of the
fearful fact of the Presidents murder there is no doubt; and the consequences may be exceedingly disasterous to the country. It must,
necessarily, greatly inflame and exasperate the minds of the people,
and, I fear lead to attempts at summary vengeance upon those among
us who have been suspected of sympathy with the rebellion, and hostility to our government. This would be followed by anarchy and
the wildest scenes of confusion and bloodshed, ending in Military
Despotism. My only hope for the salvation of the Country is in rever-

..
ence for and obedience to the law, and the constituted authorities,
and every good man should inculcate this both by precept and example. And now, more than ever, wisdom, calmness & discretion are
needful. Now more than ever we should take counsel from reasonnot passion. This is the hour of our greatest peril. I have never
feared what the rebds could do to 1,s--J do fear what we may do to ourselves
I was very hopeful that the war was substantially over, and that
the measures of the administration would soon restore unity and prosperity to our unhappy Country; but this atrocity may blast all my
hopes. It may inspire the rebels with some new, insane hope, and
greatly protract the struggle. But whether this or not it will certainly
retard the pacification of the Country, and the restoration of fraternal
relations.
To my apprehension it is the heaviest calamity that could have
befallen the country. But we are in God's hands. His dealings are
mysterious-his ways past finding out, but we must trust to his wisdom & goodness
This is good Friday, and the anniversary of the fall of Fort Sumter

Does this imply a tacit admission on Browning's part that
Lincoln had been wiser than he? I do not think so. There
is no indication in his diary that he, in the years after 1865,
looked back to Lincoln with reverence. Occasionally, his
thoughts turned to this man with whom he had walked for
so many years, whom the world was even then regarding
with so great and growing an interest; he records occasionally
what his friends can tell him of interest about Lincoln that
he does not know; but, alas, it is rather gossip than hero
worship.
That Browning ever came measurably near to understanding the Lincoln who towered up out of his vision after
1862 I doubt. Browning himself remained unchanged.
The Browning who supported President Johnson's reconstruction policy against the hated Radicals, the Browning
who voluntarily pledged himself not to vote for negro suffrage in the Illinois Constitutional Convention of 1870 was
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essentially the Browning of 1862 influenced only by the
march of facts. His work in these capacities was respectable,
honorable, and upright; but to look in it for an appreciation
or understanding of the ideals of the men who set the fourteenth and :fifteenth amendments on the statute book, far
less of the ideals of the Great Emancipator, is a vain task.

'
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APPENDIX
BROWNING'S ACCOUNT OF THE REPUBLICAN
SENATORIAL CAUCUS AND THE CABINET
CRISIS OF DECEMBER, 1862
Tuesday Dec 16 At the war Department for Robt L Browning
this morning.
The news now is that our army recrossed to the North side of the
R appahannock last night. Hearing this relieved me of very painful
apprehensions for its safety, and yet it is very discouraging that it
should have been necessary. The Senate adjourned between 1 & 2
O'clock P. 11. and a caucus of Republican Senators was immediately
called in the reception room.
I wasdelayed a while ingoing in. T rumbull I understood had made
a speech before I got there assailing the administration very bitterly.
Wilkinson was speaking when I entered. He denounced the President
and Mr Seward-the latter very bitterly, and charged him with all
the disasters which had come upon our arms alleging that he was
opposed to a vigarous [sic] prosecution of the war-controlled the
President and thwarted the other members of the Cabinet. That he
was the cause of Banks army going South instead of cooperating with
Burnsides, and that even Stanton did not know where its destination
was-He said our cause was lost and the country ruined
Grimes followed in a similar strain, and then old Ben Wade made
a long speech in which he declared that the Senate should go in a body
and demand of the President the dismissal of :1-!r Seward. He advocated the creation of a Lieutenant Genl with absolute and despotic
powers, and said he would never be satisfied until there was a Republican at the head of our armies-Fessenden followed-He said a member
of the Cabinet informed him that there was a back stairs & malign
influence which controlled the President, and overruled all the decisions
of the cabinet, and he understood Mr Seward to be meant. He was
for demanding his removal, &c
Grimes then offered a resolution of want of confidence in the Secretary of State, upon which Fessenden asked a vote of ayes and noes

Dixon then made a speech against the resolution-King spoke
against it.
I then rose and said the war must proceed till one party or the
other was brought to unconditional submission-We must conquer
the rebels or they would us. There could be no compromise &c The
war ought to be made as vigorous and powerful as possible &c. If
what was charged upon Mr Seward was true-if be was opposed to
vigorous prosecution of the war-in favour of compromise &c he ought
not to retain bis place-but I had no evidence the charges were true,
and could not, therefore, vote for the resolution &c Admitting them
to be true I did not then think the resolution should be adopted-It
was not the proper course of proceeding. There should be harmony,
and unity of purpose and action between all the departments of government, and all the loyal people or we could not succeed. This would be
war between Congress and the President, and the knowledge of this
antagonism would injure our cause greatly in the Country. It would
produce strife here, and strife among the people if insisted on &c. I
thought a deputation of our body should be sent to have a full, free,
and kind interview with the President-to learn the true state of case-given him their views &c
Several Senators sided with me, and an adjournment was moved
till tomorrow to give time for reflection-This was opposed, and a
vote demanded by Trumbull and others but the motion to adjourn was
put and carried
These ultra, radical, unreasoning men who raised the insane cry
of on to Richmond in July 1861, and have kept up a war on our generals ever since-who forced thro the confiscation J:>ills, and extorted
from the [sic] the President the proclamations and lost him the confidence of the country are now his bitterest enemies, and doing all in
their power to break him down. They fear the indignation of the
people will break in fury upon their own heads, as it should, and they
are intent upon giving it another direction.
Wednesday Deer 17. With Head and Boone at Gen! Ripleys
office in the morning.
After the adjournment of the Senate the Republican Senators
again met, and resumed the consideration of the question which was
before us yesterday. Many speeches were made, all expressive of
want of confidence in the President and his cabinet. Some of them
denouncing the President and expressing a willingness to vote for a
resolution asking him to resign. Most of those who spoke were the
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partizans of Mr. Chase, and excepted him from the censure they
bestowed upon the cabinet.
In my remarks on yesterday I said I knew there was no more honest
upright, conscientious man than the President, and that I knew him to
be in favor of the most vigorous prosecution of the war, and that he
intended to prosecute until every state was restored to the Union,
and every rebel compelled to submit to the authority of the government
Today Trumbull repeated substantially the same thing, but said
the President was thwarted in his purposes by members of the cabinet
and Genls who were not for vigorous measures.
Senator Harris offered a resolution declaring in substance that a
reconstruction of the cabinet would give renewed confidence in the
administration
Sumner moved that a committee of seven be appointed to call on
the President and represent to him the necessity of a change in men
and measures. Both resolutions were adopted--every Senator present
voting for them except King; Mr Foot (su;) was absent.
The Committee consisted of Collamer, Wade, Fessenden, Harris,
Grimes, Sumner, Trumbull, Howard and Pomeroy. They are to
report to another caucus to be called hereafter
Genl Prentiss called on me in the evening. He says after the
evacuation of Corinth thousands of the Western troops were sent to
Richmond to fight 1IcClcllan
Thursday Deer 18, 1862 With Boone & Head at the Treasury
Department in the morning. In the evening went with Mr D W Wise
of Boston to the Presidents
The servant at the door reported that he was not in his officewas in the house but had directed them to say that he could not be
seen to night.
I told the boy to tell him I wished to see him a moment and went
up into his room. He soon came in. I saw in a moment that he
was in distress-that more than usual trouble was pressing upon him.
I introduced Mr Wise who wished to get some items for the preparation of a biography, but soon discovered that the President was in no
mood to talk upon the subject. We took our leave. When we got to
the door the President called to me saying he wished to speak lo me a
moment. l\Ir Wise passed into the hall and I returned. He asked
me if I was at the caucus yesterday. I told him I was and the day
before also. Said he "What do these men want?" I answered "I
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hardly know Mr President, but they are exceedingly violent towards
the administration, and what we did yesterday was the gentlest thing
that could be done. We had to do that or worse."
Said he "They wish to get rid of me, and I am sometimes half
disposed to gratify them." I replied "some of them do wish to get rid
of you, but the fortunes of the Country are bound up with your fortunes, and you stand firmly at your post and hold the helm with a
steady hand-To relinquish it now would bring upon us certain and
inevitable ruin." Said he "We are now on the brink of destruction.
It appears to me the Almighty is against us, and I can hardly see a ray
of hope." I answered "Be firm and we will yet save the Country.
Do not be driven from your post. You ought to have crushed the
ultra, impracticable men last summer. You could then have done it,
and escaped these troubles. But we will not talk of the past. Let us
be hopeful and take care of the future. Mr Seward appears now to
be the especial object of their hostility. Still I believe he has managed
our foreign affairs as well as any one could have done. Yet they are
very bitter upon him, and some of them very bitter upon you" He
then said ["] Why will men believe a lie, an absurd lie, that could not
impose upon a child, and cling to it and repeat it in defiance of all
evidence to the contrary" I understood this to refer to the charges
against Mr Seward. He then added "the committee is to be up to
see me at 7 O'clock. Since I heard last night of the proceedings of the
caucus I have been more distressed than by any event of my life."
I bade him good night, and left him
Friday Deer 19, 1862 Old Francis P Blair came into the Marble
room to day and sent for me. He said Stanton & Halleck were ruining
the Country, and wanted me to go [to] the President and talk with him
upon the subject. I asked if they should be removed who he thought
should be called to fill their places.
He said Preston King was the best man in the country for Secretary
of War, and that Genl McClellan ought to be at the head of the armythat he was the ablest Gen1 in America on either side-that the army
was devoted to him and would not fight under any other Genl. and
that with these two both democrats and Republicans would be reconciled, and both come into the support of the Administration-That
the President had ruined himself by his proclamations, and it was
necessary to do something to regain the confidence of the people.
That he had used his influence with the President to prevent the issuing of the proclamations but unavailingly.
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Afterwards Revcrdy Johnson came to my scat in the Senate and
told me Mr Seward had resi~ncd and said we would go to the Devil
unless a new cabinet was formed of the best material in the Country
and the reins of government were held with a steadier hand than they
bad been. Said the cabinet must be constructed anew, as no one fit
for the place would go into it with the Secretaries who remained
I expressed my regret al the step ~Jr Seward had taken and said
I did not know who we could get to fill his place. He replied that he
was the best man in America for the State Department, but he had
resigned, and now there must be an entire reconstruction, and urged
that I should go up immediately and talk with the President upon
the subject
We had some conversation as to the proper men to go into the
cabinet. I suggested ~Ir Colla.mer for Secretary of State, ~Ir Ewing
of Ohio for Secretary of the Treasury, and Genl Banks for Secretary
of \Var. He said they were excellent selections-he knew of none
better except perhaps Genl Dix in place of Gen! Banks, adding that
Dix was a man of very fine capacity
I did not wish to thrust my opinions unsolicited upon the President,
and did not go; but in the course of the afternoon I met him between
the \\'hite House and War Department, and remarked to him that I
had heard that Mr Seward had resigned, and asked him if it was so.
He replied that he did not want that talked about at present, as he
was trying to keep things along. This was all that passed
We cant "keep them along." The cabinet will go to pieces. In
conversation ·with Mr Ewing at night he said, in allusion to the Senate
Caucus that he had no doubt Chase was at the bottom of all the mischief, and was setting the Radicals on to assail Seward.
He also suggesed ~Ir \\ inthrop as a proper person for Secretary
of State
Saturday Deer 20, 1862 Busy at the departments all day-the
Senate not being in session
Sunday Deer 21 At church in the morning. In conversation
in the parlor this evening with Mr Ewing Foot [sic], Cowan, Sheffield
and Wilmot, Wilmot declared that if the rebels should lay down their
arms now, and submit to the authority of the government he would
not consent that the war should cease until slavery was exterminated,
and that he was not willing to let the constitution stand in the way of
that object
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Monday Deer 22, 1862 After the adjournment of the Senate the
caucus of Republican senators again met to receive the report of the
committee appointed to wait on the President upon the subject of
reconstruction of the Cabinet. Judge C'ollamer laid before the caucus
a written paper which had been presented by the Committee to the
P resident, on Thursday evening, stating that they again called on the
President at his request and found all the cabinet there except Mr
Seward. Chase, Blair and Bates made speeches- the others said
nothing. The purport of the speeches was to prove that the cabinet
did hold meetings, and did e,·erything properly, and that there were
no dissentions among them-Mr. Chase among others stating that the
cabinet were all harmonious. I asked J udge Collamer how l\Ir Chase
could venture to make such a statement in the presence of Senators
to whom he had said that Seward exercised a back stairs and malign
influence upon the President and thwarted all the measures of the
cabinet. He answered "He lied." Nothing was done in caucus
except to hear the report of the committee. At night I went to the
Presidents and had a con\'ersation with him. He said he could not
afford to make a new cabinet. If he did the new one would be immediately assailed as the old one was, and it would give no additional
strength to our cause. I replied that this was a time of more peril
that [sic] any we had yet encountered, and that all the wisdom and
patriotism of the Country to save it from ruin-that by a firm, decided
course in the right direction that he could even yet save himself and
the Country-that he might so compound a cabinet as to reconcile all
the elements of loyalty to the Administration, and suggested 1Ir
Ewing of Ohio, Genl Banks of ~lass: ~Ir Guthrie of Ky &c as representatives of all parties, and men whose general views of policy I
thought would harmonize. He said we must have our friends, and
some of those named had not YOted with us. I replied they are friends
of the Country, and the very fact that they did not vote with us was
one of the reasons for calling them to his aid-that the Republicans
could not, as a party, save the country in this crisis, nor could the
democratic party \\'e must ha,·e the united support of all loyal men
of all parties or we would fail, and in this way only could we secure that
union. He then said that a cabinet composed of the class of men I
had suggested would give him trouble, and be in his way on the negro
question. I replied that I thought nol. They would keep prominently before the Country, as the great central object of the war, the
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suppression of the rebellion, the restoration of the union, and the
reestablishment of the authority of the constitution and the laws, but
would not hesitate to do, in regard to slavery, all that was necessary
and proper to be done to secure these objects- but it was no doubt
true that they would object to converting the war into one for the
extermination of slavery, leaving the country to take care of itself
He said he believed he had rather try and get along with the cabinet
he had than try a new one. I told him the attack in the Senate caucus
upon Mr Seward was by the partizans of Mr Chase, and that I had
reason to believe that he had set them on. That their game was to
drive all the cabinet out-then force upon him the recall of Mr Chase
as Premier, and form a cabinet of ultra men around him. He said
with a good deal of emphasis that he was master, and they should n
do that-I then left him.
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